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Pinckney, and Mason are of varying degrees of usefulness, but
none can compare with the notes kept by Madison,
From the first, Madison seems to have been regarded by his
fellow delegates as a licensed private recorder of their proceed-
ings. "I chose a seat/' lie later explained, "in front of the pre«
siding member, with the other members on my right hand and
left hand. In this favorable position for hearing all that passed
I noted in terms legible and abbreviations and marks intelligible
to myself what was read from the Chair or spoken by the mem-
bers; and losing not a moment unnecessarily between the
adjournment and reassembling of the Convention I was enabled
to write out my daily notes during the session or within a few
finishing days after its close, ... It happened also that I was
not absent a single day, nor more than a casual fraction of an
hour in any day, so that I could not have lost a single speech,
unless a very short one.7> Madison's colleagues in several cases
gave him copies of their written speeches or motions,, which now
survive in his notes (published in 1840) if nowhere else. He is
the indispensable chronicler of the Convention, and sometimes
the skeleton of his narrative, to the eye of any imaginative reader,
puts on flesh and blood and walks through days that without
him would be lost to memory.
On this Tuesday when the rale of secrecy was adopted, the
Convention seated two important new delegates: John Dickinson
of Delaware, who had voted against the Declaration of Inde-
pendence but had fought for it in the Continental Army; signer
of the Articles of Confederation, president in turn of Delaware
and of Pennsylvania; and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts,
merchant and shipowner, signer of the Declaration, and the Arti-
cles. Massachusetts and Delaware were now represented by all
their delegates, as were also Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Sout^i
Carolina, Connecticut (which permitted any one of its delegates
to represent it), New York, New Jersey, and North Carolina were
officially represented. Nine states in all, as many as were required
for any major decision in Congress,
When the Convention was ready to begin its real business,
Governor Randolph of Virginia laid before it—in the dry words of

